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Suffolk player wins the 2009 NICKO final 

SUFFOLK’S Jonathan Green (back left) with fellow members of the Young Chelsea ‘H’ team which won the final of the 2009 National Inter-Club Knock-
out: Frances Hinden, Keith Bennett, Richard Hillman (captain), Paula Leslie and Jeremy Dhondy.  Unfortunately, for them, there will be no repeat this 
year. They were knocked out in round 1 before winning the 2009 final: apparently not the first time such a finalist then went on to win. 

By Jonathan Green 
 

T HE somewhat misleadingly named Young Chelsea Bridge Club (neither all that young nor really in Chelsea – it’s near 

Earl’s Court station – but still a top place to play bridge) recently won the National Inter-Club Knock-Out (NICKO) final.  

In the end this was no surprise as both finalists were Young Chelsea teams – the F and H teams in fact.  Here were the line-

ups on the day: 

  ‘F’ team: David Ewart, Gunnar Hallberg, David Gold, Phil King. 

  ‘H’ team: Richard Hillman, Jonathan Green, Keith Bennett, Jeremy Dhondy, Frances Hinden, Paula Leslie 

 Helped by a weakened F team line-up (neither captain Sarah Dunn nor Tom Townsend were able to play in the final), YC 

H emerged victorious by 44 IMPs.  Take a look at a few of the hands. 

West dealer; both sides vulnerable 

Board 4 

NORTH 
S 10865 
H 3 
D AKQJ52 
C 76 

WEST 
S KQ972 
H AKJ86 
D 4 
C Q8 

EAST 
S J3 
H Q9742 
D 106 
C KJ32 

 SOUTH 
S A4 
H 105 
D 9873 
C A10954 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

   1S 

3D P 4D All Pass 

Contract: 4d by N. Lead: sJ 

Partner’s heavy 3d weak jump (not my choice) and the raise to 
4d was enough to shut EW out of the auction.  +130 was a 
useful position on the board.  Looking at all four hands, it’s easy 
to see that West should have bid 4h.  In general, it pays to act 
aggressively in such fit auctions. 
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Land Army  
D E S I G N S 
Jane Hamblin - garden design & build 

Call Jane Hamblin Tel: 01359 231344 
 

www.landarmydesigns.co.uk 
 

For an instant garden try “Bed in a Box” 
 

www.bedinabox.net 

 DIFFERENT PLANTS 

01379 870291 rickwtrs@talktalk.net 

Does your garden deserve something 

special? An exotic flower, perhaps? A 

hard to find shrub? A plant from 

another continent? Maybe, something 

of a very different colour? 

 Look no further than Fleur 

Waters, whose skill at the bridge 

table is surpassed only by her green 

fingered ingenuity.  S h e  g r o w s 

dozens of unusual or rare breeds - 

which you will never find in your average garden centre - 

at her Different Plants nursery near Eye. 

 Interested? Give her a call to order a plant list or 

book an appointment. Gardening clubs are most welcome. 

after being knocked out in 2010 renewal! 
South dealer; both sides vulnerable 

Board 7 

NORTH 
S KQ 
H K 
D J1065 
C KJ9432 

WEST 
S 95 
H Q106543 
D AQ7 
C AQ 

EAST 
S A1074 
H AJ87 
D K983 
C 10 

 SOUTH 
S J8632 
H 92 
D 42 
C 8765 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

  P 1H 

2C 4C* P 4H 

All Pass    

This was a difficult slam for our opponents to bid but it rated to 
make, with a finesse required through the two level overcaller 
on a spade lead (the alternative line is to cash hA and then play 
diamonds, hoping for singleton hK or four diamond tricks with 
no ruff before the last round).  There are additional chances in 
the diamond suit on any other lead though on the hand North 
would surely start with sK. 
 4cwas a splinter in support of hearts.  West has a sixth 
heart and useful diamonds but cQ looks wasted.  I don’t really 
disagree with 4h.  Perhaps the hand is worth 4d if played as 
‘last train’ (the use of the only available bid before a sign off as 
an invitation to the next level – either game or slam). 

North dealer; East-West vulnerable 

Board 9 

NORTH 
S 964 
H KJ1083 
D 4 
C K543 

WEST 
S A10 
H AQ976 
D AK85 
C Q2 

EAST 
S 832 
H 52 
D 1072 
C AJ1095 

 SOUTH 
S KQJ75 
H 4 
D QJ983 
C 87 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

2D* P 2H* ?? 

2D was a weak Multi (a ‘poor’ weak two in either hearts or 
spades, no strong options) and 2H pass or correct.  What would 
you bid as West? 
 With no obvious call here (double would be take-out, 3H 
artificial –  asking for a stop for 3NT, 2NT is possible but you are 
a bit heavy if North has spades), I elected to pass.  I hoped to 
double spades for take-out and defending would not necessarily 
be bad if North held hearts.  That proved to be the case.  We 
took 2H three off for +150, which scored up well with +200 from 
3NT-2. 
 Frances Hinden mentioned that they play double of 2H in 
that auction as either penalty or take-out (you judge which 
based on your hand).  Useful here. 
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VERNON 

SMITH 

CARPETS 
Domestic and commercial 

carpet and flooring specialist 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Stockists of  Brintons Fine Carpet, 

Axminster, Woodward Grosvenor, 

Westex, Victoria, Ulster, Abingdon 
 

Large stocks of Oriental, Persian and 

contemporary rugs 

17, The Guineas, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 8EQ 

Tel/fax: 01638 661977 

South dealer; North-South vulnerable 

Board 31 

NORTH 
S K5 
H K7 
D 10854 
C 108732 

WEST 
S Q10963 
H J863 
D J2 
C Q5 

EAST 
S A82 
H Q42 
D A9763 
C 64 

 SOUTH 
S J74 
H A1095 
D KQ 
C AKJ9 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

  1C* 1S 

2C 3C* 3H P 

5C All Pass   

Contract: 5c by S. Lead: s10 

Another difficult hand only a couple of boards later.  What do 
you think of my bidding as South?  1♣ could have been short 
(possibly two if 4-4-3-2 precisely) and 2♣ was natural (6-8 
HCP), usually five clubs.  Perhaps I should have steered more 
obviously towards 3NT with 3♠ at my second turn.  Doubling 3♠ 
is also possible but more difficult to judge.  Here, 5♣ is second 
best to 3NT (bid at the other table and made after a diamond 
lead from East when West did not overcall). 
 The opening lead gave me a trick and East switched to ♦A, 
low diamond, West’s J falling under the K.  I cashed ♣A, 
crossed to ♠K, and played another trump, low – how should I 
play? 
 I reasoned as follows: spades were likely to be as shown, 
diamonds also as shown.  A 2♣ bid by West showed hearts and 
spades but was constructive (not weak).  I therefore thought 
West was more likely to have some shape to bid 1♠ (if 5-5-2-1) 
and East ♣Q to justify the values for 3♣.  Furthermore, cashing 
♦A looked like a defender with a trump trick, else why not put 
me to a possible guess in diamonds by continuing spades or 
underleading (the correct defence if the minor suit Qs and Js 
are switched between West and South)?   
 Down one.  Fine defence by East to mislead me in trumps – 
it was Gunnar Hallberg on my right, after all. 

What would you bid as South after your partner opens a 12-14 
NT?  Based on our responses to 1NT, you have three options 
as I see it: 

1)3NT immediately 
2)3h, showing heart shortage (singleton or void), 3 or 4 
spades, and game values. 
3)Transfer to clubs (via 2S) then bid diamonds naturally (3D). 

What’s your choice? 
 In the event, I bid 3H, partner 3S (showing four), then 3NT 
from me.  Partner converted this to 4S.  I thought at the time that 
3NT (rather than 4C) might suggest some suitability for NT but 
in fact I think this allows for a hand opposite with four spades 
and a heart stop.  Shows the importance of discussing all con-
tinuations with such methods. 
 I think it’s really close as to which option to choose.  Looking 
at the two hands, 5C is the best game.  4S is playable but more 
difficult to evaluate (more anon).  3NT hangs on the lead but 
appears to require clubs 2-2 on a heart lead.  Indeed, at the 
other table, the contract was 3NT but East led a diamond.  On 
closer inspection, East must lead a heart honour to beat 3NT.  
On a low heart lead, declarer can establish a third spade trick 
without losing the lead to West when clubs do not break. 
 I have a sneaking admiration for transferring then bidding 
diamonds (the trouble with 3H is the weak spades).  Perhaps: 

1NT – 2S* 
3C* - 3D 
3S - 4C 
5C - P 

4S was tricky to play and in the end we were two off.  It’s always 
down on a diamond lead (threatening a ruff) but on the actual 
club lead can be made by ducking a trump and then leading up 
to the other club honour and establishing the suit before drawing 
trumps. 

North dealer; both vulnerable 

Board 29 

NORTH 
S AK74 
H K74 
D A82 
C 1093 

WEST 
S Q52 
H 108653 
D 104 
C QJ5 

EAST 
S J93 
H AQ92 
D 97653 
C 7 

 SOUTH 
S 1086 
H J 
D KQJ 
C AK8642 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1NT P ??  
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East dealer; North-South vulnerable 

Board 34 

NORTH 
S AQ32 
H 2 
D J32 
C AKJ76 

WEST 
S K87 
H QJ743 
D K54 
C Q2 

EAST 
S 106 
H K8 
D AQ10986 
C 1084 

 SOUTH 
S J854 
H A10965 
D 7 
C 953 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

 1D P 1H 

X 2D 2S 2NT 

4S  All Pass.  Contract: 4s by S. Lead: d4 

I thought my partner did well on this hand as North.  Over 2s, he 
expected probable diamond shortness in my hand and for black 
suit finesses through the 2NT bidder to be working.  4s was a 
good contract, which could stand a 4-1 break in either black suit.  
We made 11 tricks on a diamond lead. 

Board 38 

NORTH 
S A10943 
H A108 
D A82 
C 82 

WEST 
S 82 
H Q32 
D J10975 
C 1097 

EAST 
S QJ76 
H J9 
D Q4 
C AK543 

 SOUTH 
S K5 
H K7654 
D K63 
C QJ6 

East dealer; East-West vulnerable 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

 1C* 1H P 

2C* P 2H P 

3H P 3NT All Pass 

Contract: 3NT by S. Lead: dJ 

How would you have bid these North-South hands?  North 
might have preferred 1s at his first turn.  South’s 2h is then top 
end for the call.  North has a close decision over 3NT: switch dK 
and cJ with South and it’s a better game. 
 I think my preferred auction over 1c would be: 
 

1h - 1s 
1NT - 3h 
4h 

  

 On a club lead, 3NT has no chance but given 1c could be 
short West elected to start with his diamond sequence.  I won 
dK and played a heart to 10.  West continued with dQ.  How 
would you play now?   
 If diamonds are 5-2, it’s a simple matter to win and lead up 
to cQJ to establish a ninth trick.  If 4-3, you should duck in the 
hope that East cannot establish a spade trick: East must hold 
either sQJ or a doubleton. 
 Against the table feel, I went for the latter. When dQ held, 
East switched to a low spade which ran to dummy’s 9. Game 
made. 


